
At the House of Commons dinner for the
Amalgamation of Racing Pigeons in November
2010 Sean Aherne had created a wonderful
painting of Endal, Allan Parton's assistance dog,
who had sadly passed away in 2009. The portrait
was to be presented to Allan at the dinner.
Unfortunately, on the evening Allan was unable
to attend so I agreed to hold onto the painting
until it could be delivered to him at a suitable
time. I am pleased to say that the painting has
now been delivered and Allan was absolutely
thrilled with it. He said, ‘I love the way in which
Sean has painted the eyes and captured the
emotion’. We took the photo of the painting being
presented to Allan by Mike Armitage at the
Hounds for Heroes headquarters, where the
picture will take pride of place. Allan now has a
new assistance dog, EJ, who was four in April.
EJ was also named as the Dog of the Millennium
in recognition of his support and help to Allan.
Hounds for Heroes is a charity which provides

specially trained assistance dogs to injured and
disabled men and women of both the UK armed
forces and civilian emergency services. Through
this provision their aims are to give help and
practical support leading to an enhanced quality
of life for their clients.
Through fundraising, Hounds for Heroes

intends to raise an initial sum of £100,000 to buy
five Labradors. The Puppies on Parade Appeal

will carefully select dogs for all the qualities
needed to produce excellent assistance dogs
and ‘puppy parents’ to oversee this very
essential part of their training. At around 15
months of age the puppy’s specialist training
will start, with cooperation between the ‘puppy
parents’ and the new owner. All the time the
puppies will be met on a weekly basis to carry
out socialisation and specialist training. When
the dogs are fully trained, the ownership will be
fully transferred to the new owner. 
Hounds for Heroes has just welcomed its

second squadron of puppies who are: Poppy,
Captain, Vanguard, Bunker and one other,
whose name is yet to be decided. The first
squadron of puppies are now into their sixth
month of training and are doing well. If you
would like to make a donation to this very worthy
charity, please visit its website, where all the
details can be found on how to do this:
www.houndforheroes.com.
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Mike Armitage with Allan, EJ and the portrait of Endal.

Painting of Endal by Sean Aherne.

Allan and his assistance dog, EJ.


