
Raptor Alliance – no apologies for the amount of detail below – it will hopefully explain 

what has been happening and what is planned to happen. The notes below are taken from 

the minutes of the Alliance meeting held in August and relate to the key conclusions and 

actions . 

In summary two main routes are being pursued –  

(a) The Law Commission review of Wildlife Law to ensure that racing Pigeons are 

offered protection under law in future legislation. 

This is a “once in a generation” opportunity to get the law amended to redress the 

current imbalance – we will have one opportunity! 

(b) An investigation by a Barrister as to whether the current law offers any potential 

route to protect our Birds. 

An update of what has been happening is listed below. 

1/. Press Coverage. 

Generally positive feedback has been received from all Unions regarding Jennies work and 

especially from the “grass roots” membership where overwhelming support had been 

forthcoming.  

 

Jennie continues to compile a register of all Press activity and a value has been calculated for 

this activity. This will be circulated to all participating Unions ahead of their respective 

“Council” meetings. 

 

Up to the start of August a value has been calculated that, so far with television, media and 

newspapers we have generated over half a million pounds worth of press coverage.  This is 

using the industry standard method of calculating “value”.  

 

This figure excludes all of the regional and national BBC on-going press coverage and any 

activity generated directly by the individual Unions. 

 

It was unanimously agreed that Jennie’s contract would be continued for a further three 

month’s from September. 

 

A huge “publicity” push will be required in 2013 and beyond – whilst the Law 

Commission/DEFRA will be deliberating the submission it receives from the Alliance amongst 

many others. After this the lobbying will switch to Parliament to ensure the revised law, 

when enacted, continues to protect our sport. 

 

As we have always said this will be a marathon – not a sprint! 

 

2/. Other Potential supporters groups. 

 

A meeting with Falconers society has been held and the indications are that they will be 

happy to work alongside us through offering to take a number of Sparrowhawks (increasing 

the captive stock gene pool) caught as part of a future licensing requirement. 

 



160 letters have been sent to Pigeon Fancier Societies and Poultry Associations.  It was 

agreed that we follow through with this letter to target other associations i.e. Anglers, Cage 

& Aviary etc.   

 

3/. Finances.  

 

The funding balance sheet was submitted, and discussion held regarding funding for the 

following year.  To date £49,366 has been received from Unions and donors with £26,558 

being expensed or committed leaving a working balance of £22,778. 

 

Current funds are sufficient to carry on all planned activity through to December – with the 

largest planned expenses currently being the planned legal costs associated with the 

preparation of the submission to the law commission (£15,000). 

 

All the other attending Unions (except RPRA – see note below) reconfirmed their willingness 

to continue funding for 2013 at the rate equivalent to £1/member contribution. It was 

confirmed that the individual unions are to decide how they raise these funds. Once the 

legal activity starts a more detailed understanding of the funding requirements for 2013 will 

be possible. 

 

Confirmation of 2013 Funding from the RPRA can only be obtained at the RPRA October 

council meeting when the RPRA Raptor Alliance representatives will update the RPRA 

Council. 

 

We have had several very kind offers of donations of Pigeons – that the Alliance can auction 

to raise funds. Very many thanks to those kind supporters, we will be in touch shortly once 

we have worked out the best way of maximising the amount raised. If anyone else would 

like to support the Alliance in any way, shape or form please get in touch. 

 

4/. Raptor Alliance Website 

 

The very simple website is being worked upon and will shortly be ready to be looked at, the 

developers will be sending us all a link so we can review this.  There will be an online petition 

for people to sign and a simple facility where we can also add newspaper clippings etc. The 

aim is to have a single focal point with links to all the supporting Unions own websites.  

 

This will be vital during 2013 and beyond in supporting the on-going “lobbying” and press 

campaigns in support of our submission to the Law Commission. 

 

5/. Natural England 

 

Everyone agreed that our meeting with Natural England back in June was very encouraging, 

and that Dr Matt Heydon has been a very informative contact - we are sure will continue to 

use his advice and expertise throughout the campaign.  

 

One key clarification from the June meeting was the interaction between DEFRA and NE – 

basically NE simply enact the policy set by DEFRA. DEFRA, being a governmental body, are 

influenced and guided by Politicians and they tell NE how to interpret Wildlife law. For 

example – the law may well state that licenses can be issued to remove wild birds. DEFRA 

however set the guidelines or “hurdles” (for NE) that have to be overcome in order for a 

license to be issued by NE. 



 

Our next step is to take up Nigel Shelton’s (also from Natural England) offer for the advice 

leaflet for pigeon fanciers.  Nigel is based in Birmingham, and was agreed that one person to 

work with Nigel but could wait until after we had submitted the Submission to the Law 

Commission. 

 

Dr Matt Heydon did suggest we look into the European Factors – Alliance to relook into this 

and recap. He reiterated that factual based evidence is the only evidence that will be 

considered. 

 

Angling Trust -  an Alliance meeting is required with them. 

 

6/. Meeting with Barrister – Mr Valios 

 

As reported previously we have instructed a Barrister to examine the law as it currently 

stands – with a simple instruction – “does the current law offer any route that Pigeon 

fanciers can protect their birds from attack by raptors?” 

 

This meeting is being held on Wednesday 26
th

 September which David Higgins, Stewart 

Wardrop and John Tranter plan to attend.  It is also hoped that either Eugene Fitzgerald 

and/or Gordon Burten will also attend. 

   

It was also suggested that Jennie Wood sit in on the meeting too. 

 

7/. Law Commission – consultation paper no 206 – Wildlife Law. 

 

The Law Commission have now published the guidelines for us to follow to submit our 

submission by the 14
th

 November 2012. It is 185 pages long. 

 

We now have just under three months to prepare our submission that will state the case 

that Racing Pigeons should be offered protection under Wildlife Law. It needs to be a 

professional and data driven document capable of withstanding detailed scrutiny. 

 

Colin Clarke (WHU) has recommended that we use Knights, where they have previously 

done similar work and worked with Countryside Alliance. Knights have given Colin a cost of 

£15,000 plus VAT to do the Submission (against £60,000 indicated by the lawyers suggested 

by the Sports and Recreation Alliance). 

 

It was questioned whether we could get exemption from VAT - Lee Fribbins to look into. 

 

One further point for legal consideration was, the potential repercussions if we were re-

classified as “Livestock”, this again will need to be looked into as part of on-going legal 

discussions. 

 

It was proposed and unanimously agreed that we use Knights to help with the preparation of 

the Raptor Alliance submission to the Law Commission. 

 

The sole aim of our submission is to ensure that Racing Pigeons gain some legal protection in 

law and that licenses to redress the current situation can be issued.  

 



Once the all the public submissions have been made the Law Commission, in consultation 

with DEFRA during 2013, will amend the consultation paper and produce a draft bill.  

 

This bill, it is hoped, will be submitted to Parliament sometime during 2014. 

 

7(a) – Meeting with Knights – preparation of Law Commision Submission – 30
th

 August. 

 

Colin Clarke(WHU), David Higgins and Stewart Wardrop(RPRA) attended a meeting in 

London with Knights – the legal team appointed to ensure that the Alliance submit the best 

submission possible to the Law Commission. 

 

Knights confirmed the “investigation stage” is well under way with various requests for 

additional supporting information from the Alliance being made. Thankfully all of this 

information is readily available thanks to the detailed preparation work completed over the 

past months and will be sent within a few days to Knights.  

 

First drafts will be available by the end of September which the Alliance can then review and 

it is proposed that the final submission is presented early November. 

 

Knights advised that the final Law Commission document may not appear as law until late 

2015 or early 2016 – enactment may be dependent upon the date of the next General 

Election. 

 

8/. Four UK National Governing Bodies 

 

It was agreed that once we have submitted to the Law Commission, we would then begin 

lobby to the Welsh, Scottish, NI, Eire and other main National Governmental bodies, where 

we will do an updated “Raptor Alliance” presentation. The regional governments can and do 

interpret laws in different ways hence the need to have a common approach.  

 

It is evident that the governing bodies closely monitor what each other is doing and how 

law’s are interpreted we need to ensure that all of these decision making bodies understand 

our aims.  

 

9/. Lobbying 

 

Once Submission presented, we must start lobbying as many people as possible in a 

coordinated and professional manner. Press activity and member support will be 

fundamental in making sure our voice is heard! 

 

Anecdotal submissions will not be accepted or used – we must deal in factual based 

evidence. All of our current supporting contacts are to be used.  

 

We are currently composing a letter to send to MP’s, EMP’s and to the members of the 

House of Lords – along with help and support from the lobbying facilities of the Sports and 

Recreation Alliance. The timing of releasing this letter will be early 2013 and we will take 

advice (and use the resources) from the Sports and Recreation Alliance to ensure it is used 

to maximum effect. 

 

During 2013 lobbying activity will be one of the main activities of the Raptor Alliance.  

 



10/. Help from Members. 

 

The sport of Pigeon Racing needs GOOD publicity not negative!  

 

Every member can help by ensuring strays are repatriated, use HAWKWATCH to report 

attacks, ensure pigeons are vaccinated correctly, liberations are managed appropriately and 

that each member does something positive to promote the sport. 

 

Remember – submissions to the Law Commission are public ones – anyone can make one 

and there will be many groups offer different opinions to ours! We need to make sure we 

support our submission and raise the profile of Pigeon Racing. 

 

Politicians make the final decisions – we need to make sure we nudge them firmly in the 

direction of supporting our submission and finally get the protection in law our sport 

deserves. 

 

Raptor Alliance 
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