
Dear Peter,

Thank you for taking the time to 
visit our school this morning. The 
children gained a great deal from your 
expertise and were clearly enthused 
following your presentation. A 
number have asked when you will be 
returning for round two - I think it’s 
safe to say you were a great hit!

Seldom do days come along where 
the children experience something so 
incredibly unique.

You have inspired many of our 
children to find out more about 
Pigeon racing - at lunch time I had 
numerous children knocking at my 
door asking for more information.

I will be in touch regarding the loft, 
in the meantime, please accept my 
sincerest thanks for your time and 
efforts; the children experienced a 
truly magical, memorable day.

Best Regards

Jonathan Berry
Deputy Headmaster
Longshaw Junior School

Following up new leads is important & 
thanks must be paid to club member 
Steven Palmer for creating & developing 
the original interest of the school.

The presentation can be adapted for 
Over 50’s Clubs and Societies which 
are being targeted by the Club at the 
moment. Longshaw Junior School 
have now applied to join Oswaldtwistle 
Homing Society and the Club will 
provide the necessary equipment, partly 
from funds received from the RPRA 
Future of Sport Committee, and ten 
young birds to start racing in 2015.

However, anyone wanting to contribute 
with any spare loft equipment or 
young birds would be most welcome. 
Please contact Peter Hargreaves on 
07747 628968 or email tphargreaves@
btinternet.com

Oswaldtwistle Homing Society
The First Step
Club Member Mr Peter Hargreaves 
recently visited Longshaw Junior School 
in Blackburn to give a talk on Racing 
Pigeons to 90 ten and eleven year old 
children who behaved impeccably 
throughout the session. The School set 
up was very professional with images 
projected onto a large screen.

First of all Peter introduced six of his 
birds with a story about each one, 
including a Hen, a 4-week old Late Bred 
Squeaker which he gave away only for 
it to escape the next day and find its 
way back on a 2-mile journey. So Peter 
decided to keep her and she’s made a 
good Channel Pigeon.

Another story focussed on a 3 year old 
hen called Lucky who was badly injured 
by a Sparrow Hawk in January. 

Below you can see Lucky being operated 
on under anaesthetic by a local vet, 
and then waiting for her breakfast the 
following morning.

In July, Lucky raced home from the hard 
400-mile race from Fourgeres.

The next part of Peter’s Presentation 
was to enlist the help of the children 
in preparing the birds for a race. The 
children carried out wing stamping and 
ringing, marking up a race sheet and 
they placed drinkers onto the baskets. 
The children were then asked to work 
out how long the birds would take to fly 
home from the 137-mile race point at a 
speed of 60 miles per hour. It is difficult 
for today’s children to understand yards 
per minute as they are only taught in 
metric measurements.

Letter of Thanks from Longshaw Junior 
School Deputy Headmaster Jonathan Berry

The birds were clocked in a T3 and at 
clock checking the race rubbers were 
checked against the race sheet.

The children were then told about 
nesting and the egg laying and 
hatching cycle. They were shown a 
photo of a loft and how to settle and 
look after the young birds, moving on 
to training and getting them ready for 
the first race.

There then followed a question and 
answer session with the children really 
getting involved with lots of questions.
The best question was, “Where do 
racing Pigeons come from? Do they 
come from the streets?”

The birds were finally liberated in the 
school playground with one of the birds 
carrying a secret message which was 
deciphered at the home end and details 
relayed back to the school.

Longshaw Junior School is in one of 
the most deprived areas of Blackburn 
so it was great to see how the children 
interacted and reacted. However, the 
success of any school project relies 
heavily on having a dedicated teacher, 
and Longshaw Junior School certainly 
have one in Deputy Headteacher 
Jonathan Berry, who now has to decide 
where to erect the loft.

The advantages of these school visits 
are twofold; one being the chance of 
a school deciding to install a loft of 
their own and the other possibility of 
one or two of the children persuading 
their parents to allow them to keep 
racing pigeons. However, this visit was 
particularly worthwhile as a reporter 
and photographer from the Lancashire 
Evening Telegraph were present and 
promised a full page-3 write up which 
will promote the sport. 

Kindly Supported by:

T r i c k y ' s

“The First Step” is a follow up to an article 
entitled “The Way Ahead” which appeared 
in the British Homing World in November. 

Lucky on the Operating Table Lucky next morning waiting for Breakfast Plenty of Questions

The Birds were released in the School Playground

The Children listened attentively

The Secret Message

The deciphered message reads: 

WHERE ARE THE PIGEONS GOING
PLEASE REPLY TO GEMMA

Operating a Ringer Wing Stamping A Future Show Judge?


