
PAGE 40  ♦ The QUEEN at 90  The QUEEN at 90 ♦ PAGE 41

Charities Champion
Indeed, according to the Charities Aid 

Foundation (CAF), the Queen has 

helped raise a staggering £1.4 billion for 

good causes. Although the causal link 

between royal patronage and funds 

raised has been questioned (the figure 

added up the total income of all the 

charities the Queen supported as patron 

at the time the research was conducted 

in 2012), her work as a role model is 

undeniable. ‘The Queen has set an 

amazing example when it comes to her 

charitable support, making an enormous 

difference to millions of people up and 

down the country; doing more for 

charity in the last 60 years than probably 

any other monarch in history,’ says John 

Low, CAF’s chief executive.

Mutual benefits
It’s clear to see how a charity benefits 

but does the monarchy gain anything 

from taking on patronages? Zoe believes 

so: ‘Working with charities is one way 

the monarchy can counter the criticism 

that they are an expense to the taxpayer. 

It’s a way of giving back, connecting with 

the public and demonstrating that they 

share their everyday concerns.’ This 

two-way street of caring suggests that 

perhaps the monarchy needs charities as 

much as charities need the monarchy.

Passion and purpose
Many of the charities the Queen chooses 

to support stem from personal interest, 

such as the royal family’s association 

with pigeon racing, which dates back to 

1886. Stewart Wardrop, general manger 

of The Royal Pigeon Racing Association 

(RPRA) believes that having the Queen 

as patron keeps the historic sport in the 

public eye. ‘Many people don’t realise 

the Queen keeps pigeons herself at 

Sandringham. Every year, she donates 

two of her own pigeons to the auction 

at our world show and they can raise 

upwards of £1,000 each for charitable 

causes.’ The royal relationship is one that 

the RPRA is keen to future-proof, as 

Stewart recounts: ‘When we heard that 

Prince George preferred the pigeons to 

the other animals at a safari park, the 

RPRA sent him one of our stuffed toy 

pigeons. We hope he may be a patron of 

our sport in many years to come!’ 

Having joined the Guides in 1937 at 

the age of 11, the Queen went on to hold 

the positions of Sea Ranger and Chief 

public. They met troops and volunteers, 

boosted morale and lent their names as 

patrons to encourage donations. And it’s 

a tradition that continues to this day. 

Keeping it in the family
The Queen has over 600 patronages, a 

large number of which were inherited 

from her father, George VI, on her 

accession to the throne. She is patron of 

the Mothers’ Union, a role first held by 

her great-grandmother, Queen Victoria, 

in 1898. Lynne Tembey, worldwide 

president of the charity, explains what 

she does for it: ‘Her Majesty the Queen 

has supported the Mothers’ Union since 

the first days of her own motherhood. 

She keeps in contact every year and we’re 

always delighted that, if she can us 

support in person, she does so.’ 

Worldwide fame and fortune
The positive press coverage that having 

the Queen as patron generates can’t be 

underestimated. ‘The royal family is the 

biggest brand in the UK,’ explains charity 

marketing expert Zoe Amar, ‘bringing 

with it a mark of quality, tradition and 

influence, so a royal patron is a huge  

plus to any charity.’ 

As well as attention, there’s also the 

issue of trust. ‘Charities have come under 

greater scrutiny following the tragic 

death of Olive Cooke [the 92-year-old 

poppy seller who committed suicide in 

2015, in part because of overwhelming 

requests for money by different 

charities],’ says Rob Cope, director of 

Remember A Charity, an organisation 

that works with charities to encourage 

people to leave a charitable gift in their 

wills. ‘Gaining the trust of the public has 

become more important than ever. A 

charity with a royal connection often has 

greater public confidence, putting it at an 

advantage over other good causes.’

A royal figurehead can also attract 

other important connections, thereby 

increasing donations. ‘Whether it’s 

engagements, events or theatre 

attendances, the royals draw in other 

well-connected donors and celebrities,’ 

says Rob. A recent example of this was 

when the singer will.i.am donated his 

£500,000 fee for appearing as a judge 

on BBC’s The Voice to the Prince’s Trust.

‘There’s no doubt that royals drive 

millions and millions of pounds to the 

charity sector every year,’ says Rob. 

Ranger of the British Empire, before 

becoming Girlguiding’s patron in 1952. 

‘We’re hugely grateful for the support 

and friendship the Queen continues to 

bestow on our charity,’ says Gill 

Slocombe, Girlguiding chief Guide, 

2011-2016.  Hannah Johnson, 23, Guide 

leader, says: ‘Last May I was invited to 

the Queen’s garden party to represent 

Girlguiding, which was an amazing 

experience. She embodies the spirit of 

our charity in her service to others.’ 

Before her coronation, Princess 

Elizabeth became the patron of the 

Junior Red Cross. ‘The British Red Cross 

has a long and proud history of working 

with Her Majesty the Queen,’ says 

Michael Adamson, chief executive. ‘As a 

patron, she’s supported us for over 60 

years. We value the role she’s played and 

the contribution she has made to our 

work, in the UK and abroad.’

Roles and responsibilities
Unsurprisingly, the royal family receives 

hundreds of requests for support every 

year. Applications for patronage are 

submitted to the appropriate private 

secretary, who passes them on if they’re 

deemed to be of interest. If the royal is 

keen, more research into the charity is 

done, and the duration of a patronage 

can vary from a campaign to a lifetime.

The number of visits a royal figurehead 

pays to a charity also varies and there’s 

unlikely to ever be an upper limit. The 

late Diana, Princess of Wales, once 

attended 16 events for Barnardo’s,  

of which she was president for 12 years, 

in one year – and three in one week!

Passing on the baton
There’s no disputing that the Queen has 

inspired her family to follow in her 

 ‘The Queen has 
done more for  

charities than any 
other monarch  

in history’

▲

▲ The Queen 
celebrates 100 years 
of the Women’s 
Institute in 2015 
with fellow WI 
members Sophie, 
Countess of Wessex, 
and Princess Anne

▲  Pop star will.i.am, 
here with Prince 
Charles in 2013,  
endorses the  
Prince’s Trust 

▲

 The Duchess of 
Cornwall visits 
homeless charity 
Emmaus UK, of 
which she is patron

▲

 Princess Anne, 
here at 2015 ship 
naming ceremony, 
attended more 
engagements than 
any other royal family 
member in 2015
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