BODMIN

cornishguardian.co.uk

Wednesday May 6, 2015

Cathedrals’ help sought
as raptors hit pigeons
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A RACING pigeon breeder from
Temple has started a crusade to persuade cathedrals to help register
deaths from raptor attacks.
Steve Wright said he had appealed
to cathedrals up and down the country to send him pigeon rings found in
their man-made peregrine falcon
nests, but had received little support
so far.
He and his wife Lesley sell to
fanciers across the country from
their pigeon stud on Bodmin Moor,
and some of the birds cost thousands
of pounds each.
“Fanciers can pay a lot of money
for top pigeons. We have one here
which is worth £25,000, and I think
they have a right to know if one of
their birds has been killed by a hawk,
but I’ve found so far that cathedrals
don’t want to help.”
Steve has been racing pigeons for
half a century but recently decided
to give up racing after two peregrine
falcons attacked his team of 50 training baby pigeons.
The birds were forced to fly into a
telephone wire by the falcons leaving six dead, including one taken by
a hawk, and three injured. He hasn’t
trained any pigeons since.
He explained: “Over the past few
weeks, I’ve been trying to contact
cathedrals across the country, asking

● PIGEON PLEA: Steve Wright said his attempts to trace pigeons killed by
peregrines had received short shrift from most cathedrals.
them to make a log of any pigeon
rings that have been found in manmade peregrine boxes.
“I feel strongly that the pigeon
fanciers of the deceased pigeons
should be contacted, which is one of

the purposes of ringing these racing
birds.”
There are around 42,000 UK pigeon fanciers but numbers have
plummetted in recent years, partly to
due to the growth in raptor attacks.

Steve said the only cathedral that
had co-operated with him so far
was Derby.
“Most of those I’ve contacted so far
simply don’t want to know, but it’s
all about helping my fellow pigeon
fanciers to discover what has
happened to their missing racing
pigeons,” he said.
Truro Cathedral said although peregrines might have nested there in
the past, there was no evidence they
did so these days.
Sarah King, from the Association
of English Cathedrals, said there
might be practical difficulties
in returning rings to Mr Wright.
“Yes, peregrines do nest on cathedrals, but I’m not aware of many
installing man-made nesting boxes,£
she said. “I’m sure most would do
their best to conform to Mr Wright’s
request, but the tops of many cathedrals are difficult to access for the
purpose of taking pigeon rings from a
peregrine’s nest.”
Lee Fribbins, a representative of
Pigeon Racing UK and Ireland, said:
“It’s important that the tradition of
pigeon racing is kept alive in the UK.
This is why it’s so important to have
the co-operation of other people,
helping us to track any pigeons
which may have gone missing or are
deceased.
“We want to encourage more
people to take up the hobby, while
lobbying for the protection of our
birds to safeguard the tradition for
future generations.”

Music festival organisers give Bereaved upset by £10k
to Nepal earthquake appeal crematorium burglary
PEOPLE involved in Bodmin’s Alstock music festival have donated
money to help those affected by the
earthquake in Nepal.
Although the festival will not be
staged this summer, a number of
fundraising events has been
planned.
The first, at the Ginhouse in Bod-

min featuring entertainer Johnny
Cowling, raised £500 and proceeds
were split between the Wellchild
charity and the earthquake appeal.
Another fundraiser with Johnny
Cowling at the same venue is
planned for July 25.
Organisers have promised Alstock
will be back next year.

Thieves have broken into storage
sheds at the Glynn Valley Crematorium near Bodmin and stolen
gardening equipment and tools
worth £10,000.
Police say extensive damage was
caused during the burglary, which
took place some time during last
Wednesday
night
and
was
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discovered the following morning.
PC Andy Petherick said: “This crime
has caused great upset to both staff
and those whose loved ones are remembered at the crematorium.”
Anyone with information that
relates to this crime is being asked to
contact the police on 101 and quote
crime number CR/029330/15.
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BRIEFLY
Criminal property
A MAN has admitted being in
possession of thousands of
pounds of criminal property at
Bodmin.
At Truro Crown Court on Friday,
Thomas Birkbeck, 30, of
Sheffield, pleaded guilty to being
in possession of £8,000 criminal
property. The court heard he
pleaded guilty on the basis that it
had actually been £4,800 but the
prosecution did not agree.
Birkbeck also admitted being in
possession of cannabis, driving
without insurance and driving
otherwise than in accordance with
a licence. Birkbeck was granted
conditional bail to appear before
the court for sentence on June 1.

Man, 82, not guilty
AN ELDERLY man from Lanivet
who faced ten counts of
indecently assaulting two women
when they were children in the
Eighties has been found not guilty
of the charges after a three-day
trial.
A jury at Truro Crown Court
returned a unanimous verdict and
cleared 82-year-old George Henry
Jasper of the charges brought by
the Crown Prosecution Service.
Mr Jasper, of Kernow Caravan
Park, had denied assaulting the
two women when they were
aged under 13 in the mid-Eighties
at a caravan park in north
Cornwall.

School open event
BLISLAND Primary and Nursery
School is holding an open
morning on May 19 from 9.30am
to 11.30am for parents and
children.
The 40-pupil school was judged
as “outstanding’’ in its last
Ofsted report.
Executive head teacher,
Catherine Stoate, said: “It is a joy
to see each and every child
flourish, both in their learning and
socially, during their invaluable
time at Blisland School.
For further details, call
01208 850565 or e-mail
head@blisland.cornwall.sch.uk

