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other people, helping us to

track any pigeons which may

have gone missing or are

deceased.

“We want to encourage more

people to take up the hobby,

whilst lobbying for the protec-

tion of our birds to safeguard

the tradition for future gen-

e r at i o n s. ”

BY STEPHEN DAVY-OSBORNE
e-mail newsdesk@westgaz.co.uk

A PIGEON fancier from West
Camel has revealed he has
come very close to abandoning
the sport after a number of his
prize pigeons fell victim to
at t a ck .

Now an online petition has
been launched to call for a
change in the law to give
greater protection to the
pigeons – so far amassing more
than 1,500 signatures.

Tom Sherwood has been
racing pigeons for 40 years and
over the past decade has been
disheartened by the increase in
the populations of sparrow-
hawks and peregrine falcons.

He said the hawks start to
appear around mid March and
the increase in their numbers
had resulted in attacks in one
in every three releases. His
pigeons are either badly
injured or killed.

He has now begun to train
his pigeons differently to pre-
vent attacks and only trains
them in small groups. He’s
even changed training routes,
but the attacks still affect him.

He said: “Last year I ser-
iously began to think about
leaving the sport as I became

A GROUP of AgustaWestland
trainees completed a 100-mile
sponsored walk from Weston-
Super-Mare to West Bay as
part of the firm’s 100-year
centenary celebrations.

Led by the Yeovil heli-
copter manufacturing com-
p a ny ’s Apprentice and
Student Association walk
stalwart Andy Nutland, the
team took four days to cross
the finish line, raising
upwards of £600 for the cen-
tenary charities – Blind Vet-
erans UK and Yeovil
Opportunity Group.

Mr Nutland, who works in
transmissions, said: “100
miles in four days is not a
challenge for the faint
hearted. Wind, rain, hot, cold
– even a close encounter with
a bull and shocks off electric
fences – the team agreed it
was the hardest walk they
had ever done. The support
team fetched food and water
and transported tents, a val-
ued contribution to the
massive team effort. Thanks
to all who supported.”

Claire Ellis, head of HR UK,
congratulated the team on
their return and expressed
her gratitude to all who gave
generously to support the two
worthy causes.

The AgustaWestland
Apprentice and Student Asso-
ciation is now organising an
event for 100 people to walk
ten miles for charity to raise
more cash for the chosen cen-
tenary year charities and
towards their £50,000 target.

Battling to their
centenary targetHeartache of

prize pigeons
under attack

disheartened after having my
pigeons constantly attacked.
When pigeons fly back to you
injured it can sometimes be
worse than them dying.

“Recently I had a champion
pigeon injured and when he
finally found his way back
there were only two feathers
left in his tail.

“It’s heartbreaking seeing
your animals in this state on a
regular basis.”

Since moving to Somerset 11

years ago, Mr Sherwood has
also seen a decline in song
birds in and around his garden
and he believes the sparrow-
hawks are the reason for this.
He has noticed that the res-
ident sparrowhawks, which
nest in the woodland behind
his house are constantly flying
in and out of their nests, feed-
ing their young various species
of birds.

Before he moved to Somer-
set, he lived in Buckingham-

What do you think?
Drop us an email at
e d i t o r @ we s t g a z . c o . u k

shire where he had very few
problems with hawks.

There are around 42,000
pigeon fanciers in the UK, and
pigeon racing continues to be a
popular pastime.

But in recent years the
future of the sport has been
threatened and numbers par-
ticipating in the hobby has
dropped dramatically.

It is feared the pastime could
be extinct by 2030.

One of the motions the lob-
bying group Pigeon Racing UK

and Ireland is calling for
includes amending the law so
that racing pigeons are re-des-
ignated as livestock. This
would allow owners to make
applications for licences to pre-
vent raptors maiming or
killing racing pigeons around
their loft.

Lee Fribbins, representative
of the group, said: “It is import-
ant that the tradition of pigeon
racing is kept alive in the UK.

“This is why it is so import-
ant to have the co-operation of

PIGEON PREY: West Camel pigeon fancier Tom Sherwood has revealed increasing numbers of his racing
pigeons are coming under attack from birds of prey. Picture by Nigel Andrews.‘‘
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