Oswaldtwistle Homing Society
Promoting the Sport
This is the 4th article by Oswaldtwistle
Homing Society following ‘The Way Ahead,’
‘The First Step’ and ‘How Do We Recruit.’

This article describes how Longshaw
Junior School in Blackburn is starting to
promote the sport of racing pigeons.
The school joined Oswaldtwistle
Homing Society last year but due to a
feral cat gaining entrance to their small
loft were unable to continue racing their
birds, however due to the generosity of a
number of fanciers they received a team
of late breds that have been trained up to
race this year.
Thanks to a grant of £1600 from the
RPRA Future of Sport Committee the
school has been able to buy a new larger
loft from Parkhall Timber Products &
UNIKON have kindly agreed to upgrade
a Champ model donated by the RPRA
to a Text system which will mean the
children will now be able to receive text
messages on their mobile phones & find
out who has won & where their birds are
placed in the race. It will also be possible
to connect to a PC using USB & print
arrivals at the school using UNIKON
Link Software.
Besides taking part in club racing with
Oswaldtwistle Homing Society, the
children will be competing in their own
school races each week where groups

of children will each own 3 nominated
birds from their loft. There will also be
a weekly league table based on a points
system, & knockout competition.
The club offer the school a reduced
member subscription of £10 & there is
also free membership to Blackburn &
District Federation.
Pigeon Fancying is now part of the
School’s Curriculum & has captured
the imagination of many of the
children, who will be able to work out
the velocities in maths lessons & learn
about the different towns in England
& France where the birds are released
in geography lessons. The children are

also going to start having history lessons
about the Great War, so it may be worth
mentioning to them that in 1845, the
Duke of Wellington claimed to have a
pigeon that flew 5000 miles! The pigeon
is now in the Museum of London, but it
probably hitched a lift on a sailing vessel.
News of Wellington’s victory at the Battle
of Waterloo was also brought back by a
carrier pigeon!
Jonathan Berry, Deputy Headmaster,
feels there is something about pigeon
racing which allows us to bring out the
best in pupils & there is nothing more

rewarding for a teacher than the children
having fun during their learning. It
encourages teamwork & competitiveness
& being out in the fresh air which is
what children need.
The school will promote the sport of
racing pigeons to other schools & has
been supported by the local authority
who are keen to promote the educational
benefits associated with the sport.
Longshaw Junior School will give talks
& demonstrations to other schools in
the area, with the emphasis being that
Longshaw children take the lead by
talking about their own experiences.

As part of their presentation to
other schools the Longshaw Deputy
Headmaster & children will take a few
birds with them. They will cover aspects
how birds are prepared for a race with
demonstrations of wing stamping,
ringing the birds with rubbers &
marking up a race sheet. Finally how the
birds are timed into a T3 clock.
The key to school visits is to keep the
children interested & besides telling
them about the general aspects of racing
pigeons, they love to see some birds &
hear a story about each one. Dangers
encountered by racing pigeons are also
highlighted with birds of prey, cables,
telephone wires & feline perils.
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They will also explain about nesting &
egg laying & incubation cycles. They will
be shown a photo of a traditional loft &
how to settle
& look after young birds,
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Oswaldtwistle Homing Society can offer a new
Starter Package for new entrants wishing
to take up the sport of racing pigeons.
The Starter Package includes:
• Assistance in setting up a Loft
• Loan of Timing Clock to record the velocity of the
Racing Pigeon when it returns home.
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Ten FREE YoungHoming
Birds toSociety
start racing
in July
2016
can offer
a new

Starter
Package
for new
entrants
wishing
Oswaldtwistle
Homing
Society
can
offer
• Help
and
Advice
on how
to
start
up a new
to take
up thefor
sport
of racing
pigeons.
Starter
Package
new
entrants
wishing
to take The
up Starter
the sport
of racing
pigeons.
Package
includes:
Enquiries to:

Peter Hargreaves
- 07747
628968
•Mr
Assistance
in setting
up
a Loft
The
Starter
Package
includes:

The New Parkhall 18ft x 8ft Loft

Phil Murrray, President of NW Region, presenting the Cheque to the Longshaw Children

• Loan of Timing Clock to record the velocity of the
•Racing
Assistance
in setting
up home.
a Loft
Pigeon when
it returns

Starter
Package
Promotional
Poster
• Ten
FREE
Young
Birdsto
to record
start racing
July 2016
•
Loan
of
Timing
Clock
theinvelocity
of the
Racing
Pigeon
when
returns
• Help
and Advice
on it
how
to starthome.
up
• Ten FREE Young Birds to start racing in July 2016

The children are told how racing pigeons
played a major part in winning two
world wars & there were always two
pigeons on every aircraft that went on
raids & 32 birds, 28 dogs, 3 horses &
1 cat were awarded the Dickin Medal
for Bravery. Finally the talk ends with a
question & answer session.
The Oswaldtwistle Homing Society New
Starter Package will be explained which
consists of assistance setting up a loft,
10 free young birds to start racing, &
the loan of a T3 clock together with free
help & advice.
The children continue to learn about
different aspects of the sport and 14
children & 4 teachers recently visited the
Royal Lofts at Sandringham & received a
young bird from the Royal Loft Manager.
The advantages of these school visits
are twofold, one being the chance of a
school deciding to install a loft of their
own & the other possibility of one or
two children persuading their parents to
allow them to keep racing pigeons.
When Longshaw Junior School, where
75 per cent of the children come
from disadvantaged families, start
this initiative, it could have a massive
recruiting potential with other schools
wishing to join a pigeon club & replicate
the Longshaw model.
! STOP PRESS !
THE SCHOOL HAVE JUST
BEEN CONTACTED BY THE
BBC TO INVOLVE THEM IN
A TV PROGRAMME ABOUT
CHILDRENS’ HOBBIES!

