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The School Pigeon
Project in Malta
continues to thrive

The world is so much more health conscious than when I was a child
growing up. As a child I can remember having all sorts of pets which
included amongst others, tadpoles, frogs, newts, hedgehogs, grass
snake, lizards, budgie, rabbit, canary, dog, mynah bird, magpie,
jackdaw, fantail pigeons, mice, hamsters, guinea pig, parrot, monkey,
ferrets, etc. Okay, I accept that I had more different pets than the
average child of my era, but it does illustrate how things have changed.
Even though I grew up in the inner city area of Cardiff, children made
their own fun and we would go on the outskirts of town to go bird nesting,
(now illegal), catching tadpoles, frogs, etc in the areas of waste land
surrounding factories, allotments, etc. At that time people did not have
the money to buy exotic pets, the monkey and parrot came via a friendly
sailor. Nowadays any spare plot of land is built upon, leaving the free
open areas limited to public gardens or parks, etc. With the advent of
new technology, children have the opportunity to entertain themselves in
the comfort of their bedroom, 24 hours a day, with computer games,
social media, films on demand, etc.
Another change has seen the average couple having far smaller
families. The living environment has seen the continuous building of
blocks of apartments and smaller houses, for builders to cram as many
properties into the smallest available spaces. This has resulted in a
generation of children who have less brothers, sisters and cousins to
socialise with and experience family responsibilities. Less space within
the family home to keep pets and with new technology, less motivation
to accept extra responsibilities. Added to this, we now have increased

regulations regarding the keeping of pets/livestock, especially within
social housing areas.
It was for these reasons that I was overjoyed to hear of a school
project at Kirkop Secondary School, Malta. Early in 2016, The Malta
Federation of Racing Pigeons and Kirkop Secondary School, within St.
Benedict College, agreed to collaborate in a project involving keeping
racing pigeons. The idea was to run the project along the lines of similar
projects already established in Portugal, Holland and Belgium, where
the school is supplied with pigeons and educated in the sport. The
school acknowledged the educational added value of the project and
agreed to participate.
With the collaborative support from the Malta Federation, the
Federation built a purpose-made loft, supplied racing pigeons donated
by local fanciers, provided pigeon corn, medicines and undertook
regular visits, including visits to educate the young participants as well
as the teaching staff, on pigeon husbandry and the sport of pigeon
racing itself. In return the school is committed to organising a pigeon
club, whereby the students involved in the project, meet on a regular
basis, participating fully in all aspects of managing and maintaining the
day to day activities in the loft. Indirectly the students also learn other
skills such as animal husbandry, acceptance of responsibility, the
importance of cleanliness, maintaining health, nutrition, caring for
others, dealing with disappointment of a pigeon not returning, arithmetic
of calculating the speed of the pigeons returning from a race point,
patience, etc.
This project is in its fourth year of operation and there are a group of
around 20 dedicated students actively involved, on a daily basis, to
clean, feed and exercise the pigeons. Ms Karen Mifsud, teacher, has
oversight of the project, with support from Mr Charles Scerri, President
of the Malta Federation of Racing Pigeons and Mr Charles Farrugia, a
local pigeon fancier and mentor to the students. As a result of
participating in the project, some students have graduated to adopting
some of the young pigeons they have bred, to start a loft of their own, at
home. Mr Michael Bondin, Head of School, is now hoping to add
Agribusiness, as part of the school curriculum and although not directly
linked with the Pigeon Loft Project, hopes that it can be included within
the Animal Husbandry module, which usually covers poultry and rabbits.
It has been found that some students respond far more positively, with
hands on learning and show greater motivation with learning, in general.
The students have already been involved in an overseas race and also
undertake a field trip to visit the pigeon loft of a successful local fancier.
Those students who participated in the project were awarded a plaque,
during a ceremony attended by the President of the Malta Federation,
Mr Charles Scerri, together with ex-President, Mr Charles Farrugia.
I envy these students and wish that I had been given the opportunity
of participative learning style, during my school days. I remember that I
hated arithmetic and it was only when I started to play darts, that I found
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the motivation to develop my mental arithmetic skills. So for those young
people not really responding to school lessons, perhaps the Pigeon Loft
Project, can be the catalyst to motivate them. Congratulations, to the
School staff, the Maltese pigeon fanciers, who have volunteered their
time, The Malta Federation for sponsoring the project and the students
for their active participation. I am sure that everyone wishes them all,
continued success for the future. Mr Charles Scerri, President of the
Malta Federation of Racing Pigeons, is already committed to introducing
further School Pigeon Loft Projects, providing willing volunteers can be
found to support the schools.
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