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Legal basis

Regulation 6 sets out the legal basis in England.
* Gatherings are only permitted under licence.
* Gatherings cannot take place in a disease control zone.

Defra can only grant a licence if:
* a veterinary risk assessment has been carried out

* and the gathering, including movement of birds to and from,
would not significantly increase the risk of the spread of avian

influenza.

Information correct as of 09/02/2026


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2006/2701/regulation/6

What is considered a gathering?

* Gatherings involve the collecting together of poultry or other captive
birds from more than one premises of origin.

* Examples: bird fairs, markets, shows, sales, exhibitions, some
premises used for dealing

What is not considered a gathering?

* Single vendor sale: a sale of birds from the same premises, even if the
birds go to multiple new locations

* birds which are brought together onto one premises, but no birds leave
that premises until more than 14 days have passed since the last bird
arrived on the premises

Full guidance on gov.uk.
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bird-gatherings-licences

General licence

Birds permitted.:

* Racing pigeons

* Psittaciformes, such as parrots or budgies
* Birds of prey, such as hawks or falcons

* Any mix of these birds

Anyone can use the general licence to organise a gathering — but
they must follow all the conditions on gov.uk.

Information correct as of 09/02/2026


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bird-gatherings-general-licence

Specific licences

A specific licence is required for gatherings which include:
* Anseriformes, such as ducks or geese
* Galliformes, such as chickens or turkeys

* Columbiformes, fancy pigeons and doves but excluding Racing
Pigeons.

* Passeriformes, such as canaries and finches

e Ratites such as ostriches and emus.

If granted a specific licence, your gathering can include other
captive birds, which would otherwise gather under general licence.
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Conditions of general licence

* Notification

* Biosecurity

* Location of gathering
* Record keeping

* Contingency plan

Information correct as of 09/02/2026



Notification

The licensee must notify the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) at
least 7 days before the event

* the date (or range of dates) the bird gathering will take place
* the location of the gathering

* contact details for licensee

* anticipated numbers and type(s) of birds

* the purpose or purposes of the gathering

Any changes must be notified to APHA as soon as possible

a sale must be registered with APHA, and the licensee must
notify APHA at least annually of the frequency and volume of such sales.
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Biosecurity — advice to attendees

The licensee must provide biosecurity advice to all participants:
* birds should be health-checked before travelling to any gathering

* advice that any birds travelling from a gathering to any premises
should be isolated from other birds at that premises and health-
monitored for at least 7 days afterwards.

The licensee must also advise participants to comply with the

mandatory registration requirements for keepers of birds kept at any
premises in Great Britain
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Biosecurity — cleansing and disinfection

* The licensee must not allow any cage, crate, basket, receptacle or other container
onto a gathering which is visibly contaminated with bird droppings or other material
of bird origin, other than faeces produced during the transportation of the birds to
the gatherlng

* The licensee must make this requirement known in advance to all participants by
appropriate means.

* Thorough cleansing and disinfection of all solid surfaces must be carried out by the
licensee after birds have left the gathering and before the next event.

* If an area cannot be cleansed and disinfected (for example grassed areas) then a
further gathering may not be held until authorised in writing by APHA.

* ensure that any cages, crates, baskets, pens or other containers not removed from
the premises are cleansed and disinfected before they are used again;

* ensure that _cleansin% and disinfection facilities are available to participants and
visitors on site, and that participants adhere to good biosecurity practises;

* ensure that anyone seen to be visibly contaminated with material of bird origin is
refused entry to the bird area until such contamination has been removed.
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Biosecurity

The licensee must:

ensure that birds are not permitted to enter a gathering unless the participant
declares that they do not originate from premises or areas which are under
restrictions related to notifiable avian disease

ensure that a veterinary surgeon is available to attend at short notice, during the
whole time that birds are present at the event, and the licensee must consult that
veterinary surgeon if birds show signs of ill-health or welfare problems; and

ensure that when they arrive at the event venue the birds remain isolated from all
other birds and mammals on the event site until all such birds have been
individually inspected by a named bird expert designated by the licensee; and

ensure that any birds that fail the inspection or show any clinical signs of avian
notifiable disease during the event, are reported immediately to APHA. Such birds
must then be kept isolated from other birds until they have been examined by a
veterinary inspector and written authority obtained from APHA permitting them to
leave the gathering;

ensure that waste material, including any feed to which any birds had access, all
bedding, droppings, bird carcases or other material of bird origin, that remain at the
end of the event, Is:

a) disposed of so that birds (including wild birds) do not have access to them or
b) treated so as to remove the risk of transmission of disease
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Location

* The gathering must not be located within any notifiable avian
disease control zone.

* If such a zone is declared during the gathering, then the
contingency plan arrangements must be invoked immediately and
advice sought from APHA.
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Record keeping

The licensee must require all participants bringing birds to a gathering, other
than participants bringing racing pigeons to a race event, to complete and
return a signed declaration form before allowing entry to where live birds are
kept or gathered, confirming:

* they have read the information provided and will comply with the biosecurity
requirements;

* that to the best of their knowledge their birds have not been in contact with
any notifiable avian disease agents and do not show any signs of infection;

* the address of the premises of origin of the birds, with confirmation that the
birds do not originate from a premises within a notifiable avian disease
control zone

* that the premises of origin has been registered and that they have supplied
details of the CPH number.
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Record keeping

* The licensee must make a record of all people who bring birds to
their gathering, or take such birds from the gathering, and keep
such record for at least 3 months following the event. Where
possible this should be in an electronically available format. The
licensee must present these records when requested by
an APHA inspector or Local Authority inspector.

* The licensee must require as a condition of entry, for all events or

gatherings, that all participants check their birds for disease prior
to departure from the event or gathering

Information correct as of 09/02/2026



Contingency plan

The licensee must have in place and available for inspection written
contingency plan arrangements that set down what will happen if there is
suspicion or confirmation of a notifiable avian disease at or near to the event.
The plan mustinclude:

* how birds suspected of notifiable avian disease will be separated from other
birds; and

* where notifiable avian disease is suspected at the gathering, the plan must
explain how birds will be kept at the premises or vehicle used for the
gathering until an APHA Veterinary Inspector has given instructions for birds
to leave the premises; and

* arrangements to keep birds at the event premises or vehicle used for the
gathering if movements off it are restricted because the gathering
subsequently becomes located in an avian notifiable disease controlled zone
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Additional requirements for gatherings under
specific licence

* Must apply for a licence at least 20 days before a gathering

* Attendees declare: their birds have not attended a different gathering in
the previous 14 days.

* Advice to attendees: birds should be isolated for 14 days after the
event.

* birds may be obligated to return to their premises of origin (applies to
events that need more risk mitigation).

e Anseriformes and Galliformes cannot travel from Wales or Scotland to
England (and vice versa).

* Contingency plan must be signed off by a veterinary surgeon.

* Full template licence conditions on gov.uk. Check issued licences for
specific event.

Information correct as of 09/02/2026


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bird-gatherings-apply-for-a-specific-licence-for-ratites/licence-conditions-hold-a-poultry-gathering

Veterinary surgeon requirement

* ensure that a veterinary surgeon is available to attend at short
notice, during the whole time that birds are present at the event,
and the licensee must consult that veterinary surgeon if birds
show signs of ill-health or welfare problems; (applies to all
gatherings under general or specific licence)

* a veterinary surgeon is present, with responsibility for inspecting
the birds before they enter the gathering (applies to events that
need more risk mitigation)

Information correct as of 09/02/2026



FAQs

* Why has the policy changed?

Defra is required by legislation to make a risk-based decision to permit
gatherings by licence. The present policy reflects on the current avian influenza
risk situation.

* Which licence do | need for my gathering?

Gatherings of racing pigeons, Psittaciformes, and birds of prey are permitted
under the general licence. Gatherings which also include Passeriformes,
Galliformes, Anseriformes, Columbiformes (excluding racing pigeons) or ratites
are only permitted under specific licence.

* What about mixed species gatherings?

In England the general licence permits a gathering including a mix of these
types of birds. Defra can also grant a specific licence including other types of
bird. If you are granted a specific licence for a gathering, this can include any
classes of birds as long as they are specified in your application.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bird-gatherings-general-licence
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bird-gatherings-general-licence

FAQs
* What are the conditions for a licence?

Visit the general licence page to see conditions for general licence and the
template licence conditions page for specific licences.

* Why do some birds require 14 days between gatherings?

This is to reduce the risk of spread of disease, since some birds take longer to
show clinical signs.

* Why are sales/exchanges not permitted at some events?

This is to reduce the spread of disease, as birds could be distributed to a wide
area. This only applies to events that need more risk mitigation.

* What is a veterinary surgeon required for at a gathering?

The requirement that a veterinary surgeon must be available to attend at short
notice applies to all bird gatherings, whether under general or specific licence.
For events that need more-risk mitigation, there is an additional requirement
that they inspect birds before entering the gathering. For applications for
specific licence, the contingency plan must be signed off by a veterinary
surgeon.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bird-gatherings-general-licence
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bird-gatherings-apply-for-a-specific-licence-for-ratites/licence-conditions-hold-a-poultry-gathering

More guidance and information

* Hold a gathering guidance
* How to complete the licence application form and video here.

* Apply for a specific licence
* We will share a factsheet after the meeting
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bird-gatherings-licences
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bird-gatherings-apply-for-a-specific-licence-for-ratites/how-to-complete-the-licence-application-form-ratite-gathering
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bird-gatherings-apply-for-a-specific-licence-for-ratites/how-to-complete-the-licence-application-form-ratite-gathering
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qIqHWU3_yRM
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bird-gatherings-apply-for-a-specific-licence-for-ratites/licence-conditions-hold-a-poultry-gathering
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bird-gatherings-apply-for-a-specific-licence-for-ratites/licence-conditions-hold-a-poultry-gathering
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